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The first issue of this digital weekly was published in the |ast

m || enni umon August 28, 2000. Wth the publication of the current

i ssue we have conpleted 8 years and with the next issue will enter the
9'" year of publication.

Anni versaries are not only the time for celebrations but also for

t hanksgi ving and i ntrospection. Wen we | ook back there is joy in al
that we have achi eved and happi ness at the cooperation we have received
fromall spheres.

We take this opportunity to thank all our readers and contributors to
the newsl etter and | ook forward to your continuous support.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.
- MBS

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Vinod
Sabhar wal ,

We invite your inputs, please email to witeback@tanpsofindi a.com

If you've found this newsletter useful, recommend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue. Also, please nention this
newsl etter when contacting other philatelists.




Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shal |l reinburse the costs incurred on images, philatelic items issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (imnmages welcone) on all matters
related to Philately and Postal Hi story of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES
Sep 05: J P Nayak,

New i ssues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet, at
Rs 2 each, are put on sale on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post O fices
including all Philatelic Bureaus and Philatelic Counters in India.

For an illustrated |list of stanps in 2007, please visit
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf | i sts/stanps/2007st anps. ht m

NEW STAMPS RELEASED

SAI NT VALLALAR ( RAMALI NGA ADI GLAR), MARAI MALAI ADI GAL, and V G
SURYANARAYANA SASTRI AR ( PARTI MAR KALAI GNAR)

K Anbazhagan, Finance Mnister Tami| Nadu State Governnent rel eased
conmenor ati ve postage stanps on 3 distingui shed personalities who
contributed to the enrichnent of the Tam | |anguage and culture, on
August 17, 2007 at Chennai. A Raja, Mnister for Communications and
I nformati on Technol ogy Governnent of India, Parithi Ilanvazhuthi,

M nister for Information and U ban Devel opnment Tami| Nadu, were al so
present on this occasion

These personalities, on the stanps in the denonmination of Rs 5, are
Saint Vallalar (Ranmalinga Adigal), who lived in the northern parts of
the State during the 19th century and professed spiritual purity and
non-killing, Parithimar Kal ai gnar (V G Suryanarayana Sastri) who
demanded, as early as 1902, classical |anguage status for Tam | and
Mar ai mal ai Adi gal, who spearheaded the “pure Tanmi| nmovenent” in the
early half of the 20th century. Al the three had |aid the foundation
for the nodernity of the | anguage.

At a time when certain sections of society considered Tam | an inferior
| anguage, Vallalar’'s ‘Arutpa’ highlighted the greatness of Tami|. Wen
Madras University proposed to exclude Tami| fromits syllabus about 100
years ago, it was the strong case presented by Parithimar Kal ai gnar
[who had becone the Head of Tam | Departnent in the Madras Christian
College in 1895] that forced the authorities to drop the nove.

Mar ai armal ai Adi gal, despite being a staunch theist, associated hinself
with the anti-H ndi agitations organi sed by non-believers. This showed
his commitnment to the cause of Tamil, the M nister added.

Brahm Prakash designed the Stanps and the First Day Covers. Al ka Sharma
designed the pictorial first day postmarks. Brochure containing wite-
up and technical data was issued on the occasion. The First Day Cover
and the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. Security Printing Press,



Hyderabad printed the stanps by wet offset in the quantity of 0.4
mllion each.

For an illustrated |list of stanps in 2007, please visit
http: //ww. st anpsofindi a. conf | i sts/stanps/2007st anps. ht m

LANDVARK BRI DGES OF | NDI A

India Post rel eased a set of 4 stanps and a mniature sheet on Landmark
Bridges of India — Howah Bridge, Mahatnma Gandhi Setu, Panban Bridge,
and Vi dyasagar setu on August 17, 2007.

Howr ah Bridge is the gateway to Kol kata. The bridge is 705 neters | ong,
97 feet wide and was opened to traffic in February 1943. Built on the
Hooghly River, it is technically a cantilever truss bridge, constructed
entirely by riveting, without nuts or bolts. It was originally nanmed
the New How ah Bridge and links the city of Howah to its twin city

Kol kata (Calcutta). On 14th June 1965 it was renaned Rabindra Setu
(named after Rabindranath Tagore a great poet and the first Indian
Nobel |aureate). However, it still is popularly known as the How ah

Bri dge.

The Ganga bridge in Patna - now renaned as Mahat ma Gandhi Setu - spans
over 5.575 kmfromHajipur at the north end to Patna at the south end,
and is the world s longest river bridge. It was formally opened in
March 1982.

The Panban Bridge on the Palk Strait connects Raneswaramisland to
mai nl and India. It is the |ongest sea bridge in India at a | ength of
nearly 2.3 km Bridge was opened for traffic in 1914. It refers to both
the road bridge and the cantil ever railway bridge, though primarily it
neans the latter.

The Vidya Sagar Setu in Kol kata, the second bridge built over river
Hooghly, is the | ongest cable-stayed bridge in India, with a | ength of
172 meters and a main span of 130 neters.

The stanps in the denonination of Rs 5 each are produced in the
sheetlets of 16 in 6 different formats. There are 4 sheetlets, 1 for
each stanp, and 2 m xed sheetlets, 1 consisting of strips of 4 and 1 of
bl ocks of 4.

Brahm Prakash designed the Stanps and the First Day Covers. Nenu Gupta
designed the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure containing wite-up
and technical data was issued on the occasion. The First Day Cover and
the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. India Security Press, Nasik
printed the stanps by photogravure in the quantity of 0.8 mllion each.
The mniature sheet was printed in the quantity of 0.4 mllion

For an illustrated |ist of stanps in 2007, please visit

http: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf | i sts/stanps/2007st anps. ht m

NEW POSTAL STATI ONERY

India Post is issuing the stanped envel ope in the denom nation of Rs 5
with a new notif of Mahatma Gandhi in two different single colors, Dark
Brown and Dark Blue replacing the existing notif of ‘150 Years of India
Post”. This will be released on Cctober 2, 2007 at all the philatelic
bur eaus.




The new nmotif of Mahat ma Gandhi had al ready appeared on Single Post
Cards, Reply Post Cards, Inland Letter Cards, Registered Envel ope, and
Aerograme on March 1, 2007. The stanped envel ope was excl uded fromthe
desi gn change at that tine.

For an illustrated list of all kinds of Envel opes in 2007, visit
http://stanpsofindia.conilists/2007EN. ht m

The conplete illustrated Iist of Meghdoot Post Card is available at:
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conl|ists/ nmeghdoot. htm

For an illustrated list of all kinds of Postcards in 2007, visit
http://stanpsofindia.conilists/2007PC. ht m

For an illustrated |list of Aerogranme & Inland Letter in 2007, visit
http://stanmpsofindia.con|ists/20071LC. htm

RECENT SPECI AL POSTMARKS & COVERS

Jun 14: Shankarapura (Bangalore), Sri Sringeri Shankar Math Centenary
Aug 14: Lucknow, St Francis College

For an illustrated |ist of Special Postmarks & Covers in 2007, visit
http://ww. st anpsofindi a. com |ists/pnk/2007pm ht m

For an illustrated list of Arny Postal Service Issues in 2007, visit
http://stanpsofindia.conm |ists/pnk/aps/2007aps. ht m

AR I NDI A MUMBAI TO NEW YORK NONSTOP

India's national carrier Air India conmenced its first nonstop flight
from Munbai to New York on August 1, 2007. The 15 hour |ong service was
operated by a brand new Boeing 777-200 LR aircraft, naned ' Andhra
Pradesh’

I ndi a Post provided a special postmark and Air India brought out a
First Flight Cover on the occasion

RAKHI  MAI L

The Del hi Circle of India Post has nade special arrangenents for
handl i ng of Rakhi Mils from August 16 to Septenber 3, 2007. Specia
posting counters are being set up in 34 inportant Post Ofices in Delhi
and at Del hi Railway Station and New Del hi Railway Station during this
peri od.

AUCTI ON ACTI ON

Christoph Gartner of Germany http://ww. aukti onen-gaertner.de will be
hol di ng autum auction on 4 days from Septenber 11 to 14, 2007. There
are several lots of India interest in this auction of nearly 15000
lots.

One of the lots, Lot #10369 schedul ed for Septenber 12, 2007 is a
fantastic collection very strong in India postal history in, believe it
or not, over 200 volunmes and 40 boxes housed in 7 shelves! Starting
with 1685, good part early and stanpl ess covers, various first issues

i ncluding |ithographs on cover, perhaps world s best collection of

I ndi an postnmarks and cancel |l ations, and by far world' s best hol di ng of



field post in 36 volunes - i.e. 5 volunmes Egypt, 4 vols. North West
Frontier (Pakistan), 1 vol. Turkey, 2 vols. Afghan war, 2 vols. East
Africa, 5 vols. Iraq, 3 vols. Palestine included may regi stered ones -
some uni que, 1 vol. Aden, 3 vols. France, 1 vol. Persia from 1856, 7
vol s. Mesopotami a, 2 vols. Ships/Hospitals, very specialized

i nstructional markings, routes and rates, and tens of thousands ot her
interesting itens. The starting price at Euro 550,000 is a new record
for an India lot.

Auctioneers go on to add that conpared to other Asian countries India
is far belowin the price devel opnent and this will change in the next
five to ten years. Thus this collection, which is over 50 years in
maki ng and a uni que study in the postal history of India, offers great
i nvest ment opportunity as well.

RECENT PERI ODI CAL PUBLI CATI ONS

Stanp Today, Wole # 13, May Jun 2007
Editor: Vijay H Seth

Publ i sher: Vijay H Seth

Annual Subscription: Rs 180

Whol e #7 was reported in |Issue #297 of July 12, 2007 and # 8, 9, 10,
11, & 12 not published yet!

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

Aug 3-4: Chennai

I ndi an Bank organi zed an exhibition of stanps and coins to conmenorate
its centenary year.

Aug 10-12: Thanjavur, CO NEXPO

Aug 14-15: Lucknow, District Philatelic Exhibition

Aug 24-26: Cochin, Coins & Stanps Exhibition

Aug 31-Sep 2: Munbai, Coins & Banknotes

Sep 29-Cct 3: Surat, Mahatma Gandhi Stanps and Menorabilia Exhibition
Contact: Ramavtar Jain 0 93777 66365

Sep 30-Cct 2: Gnalior, Coins & Stanmps Exhibition

Cct 6-8: Ahnmedabad, CGujarat State Philatelic Exhibition

Cct 31-Nov 2: Visakhapat nam Andhra Pradesh State Philatelic Exhibition
Nov 30-Dec 2: New Del hi, Coins & Banknotes

For a list of exhibitions in 2007, please visit
http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. conl i nf obase/ event s2007. ht m

VEETI NGS
The schedul e of neetings of the philatelic organizations inIndiais
avai |l abl e at http://ww. st anpsofindi a. com i nf obase/ cl ubneet. htm




ADVERT| SEMENTS
Pl ease visit http://ww.stanpsofindi a. conf ot her/ sitegui de/ x16. ht m f or
tariff and terns

WANTED | ndi a Stanp Bookl ets of King Edward VII, King George V & VI,
Unexpl oded, exploded, in all conditions,
Cont act MADHUKAR DECGAWANKA deogawanka@atyam net.in

BUYI NG at 100 times of the Face Value: UPU & Masks M ni ature Sheets,
Begum Akhtar, 1948 Mahat na Gandhi 1% annas, 3% annas, & 12 annas
Pl ease send your offers to RAMAWIAR B JAIN, Mbile: 093777 66365

VI EWS & OPI NI ONS

| NDI AN M NI ATURE SHEETS
By P R Krishnan, Coinbatore

W I ndians are always slow starters. Wen nost of the countries in the
gl obe started issuing mniature sheets in 50's and 60’ s our post office
woke up in 1973 and issued the first mniature sheet inperforated to
mark the occasion of India international philatelic exhibition held at
New Del hi from 14th to 23rd Novenber 1973. | was there during the
exhibition and on the first day a small quantity of mniature sheets
were sold over the counter and no sal e took place throughout the

exhi bition days informng that the quantity printed were sold out.

was one anong the unlucky collectors for not getting the miniature
sheets for several nonths.

This followed in 1974 the issue of mniature sheet for the |Indian Mask

Series and to mark the centenary of Universal Postal Union. | amtrying
to find the quantities issued for the first 3 miniature sheets and
still it is a guarded secret. | sincerely appreciate if someone can

give details of quantities issued for the first 3 miniature sheets of
I ndi a.

After, a gap of 13 years in 1987 India Post issued 2 mniature sheets
for the World Philatelic Exhibition. The first one was issued in June
in the denomination of Rs 8 (premiumof Rs 2.50) Quantity Printed 0.15
mllion or 150,000 and the second one was issued in Cctober 1987 in the
denomi nation of Rs 15. (Premium Rs 1.40) and the printed quantity is
unknown.

Then in 1995 a miniature sheet was issued portraying Gandhi to mark the
India — South Africa co-operation. This mniature sheet was priced at
Rs 8 each with a premiumof Rs 5. For this issue also the quantity
printed is kept secret. In 1996 and 1997 mi ni ature sheet were issued
for H nmal ayan Ecology with a premiumof Rs 10 and Mbther Theresa. The
Year 2000 saw i ssue of 3 mniature sheets.

The record nunmber of 9 miniature sheets was issued in 2003 and this
followed by 6 in 2004. The printed quantities of mniature sheets
i ssued during this period were ranging from 50000 to 100000 each i ssue.

End 2004 the Departnment of Post started experinmenting the issue of
m ni ature sheet in increased quantities i.e. 0.2 mllion. The first
such is Aga Khan Award for Architecture (Agra Fort) followed by pillar-



box issue. The departnent of Post doubled the printing quantity of
m niature sheets i.e. 0.4 mllion from Rose issue.

Now t he analysis - what will be the fate of these mniature sheets with
0.2 and 0.4 million printed quantities issue? Since the mgjor portion
of the printed quantities are lying in the Philatelic Bureaus unsold
even today.

(a) If any investor wants to corner these issue of 0.2 or 0.4 mllion
he can do so with ease in the next 3 to 4 years since nost of the stock
unsold will be kept in the stock of philatelic bureau. The philatelic
bureau seldom sells mniature sheets across the normal stanp vending
counters after the expiry of usual 6 nonths period and there will not
be any takers for this item

O

(b) If the Department of Post take a stand to withdraw these niniature
sheets fromthe philatelic bureau and ordered themto be sold thru
general counters then these niniature sheets are going to be as scarce
as the first three mniature sheets issued in 1973/74 as nost of the

i nvestors or collectors are not holding sizeable quantities with them
conpare to the earlier issues with | esser printed quantities.

The situation nowis “Devil or Deep Sea” - Let us wait and watch what
t he departnment of post is going to do?

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is important to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. Please send us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

NI KHI L ROHAN, Chenna
| would like to bring to your notice a peculiar situation faced by
col l ectors in Chennai

The Philatelic Bureau officials in Chennai believe in follow ng the
rul e book to a greater extent than perhaps anywhere el se. For exanpl e,
on the day of the 4v Roses issue, when | reached the HPO at 4 pm | was
pronptly told that the issue would be on sale the next day only. This
was because the official release function (in Minbai) was taking place
only at 6 pmin the evening.

Therefore, | could not get the issue to be First Day comercially Used
to ny penpal's name, as | had prom sed himearlier

The Roses issue is not an isolated case. Even the Buddha issue had a
simlar story, and several others before it. And what adds salt to
injury is when | cone back hone, | see dealers from North India having
placed all itens (M\H set, FDC, MS, IB) on auction sites |like eBay at
about 10 amin the nmorning ! Did the Mnister nake a personal rel ease
of the stanmps for then?

Usi ng stanps before the date of release is a crine, but does the
government care about the tine of release also? If so, why is the
system not uni form everywhere in India?

Why is Chennai singled out? Wiy should we in Chennai suffer?

ASHW N KANDO



| aminpressed with the idea of Philasensex. The idea is novel and a
very good way of depicting a collector’s investnents. Unfortunately in
India still the concept of planned stanmp investnents has not raised as
conpared to devel oped countries but as the econony grows, history
beckons that Stanps give better returns than stock markets though | ower
than real estate

The data which you have put on the philasensex site is good but
honestly very badly presented. | have attached a word docunent to
present the sanme data along with a chart. Also | have tried to put the
values in USD al so so that international investors are excited and can
easily relate to. | will be pleased to help you with this if required.

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndian Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. conf i nf obase/l aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crime & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conl i nf obase/ cybercrinme. htm

NEWSSCAN

<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and posta
matters, fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion
her e>

ADM NI STRI VI A

‘Stanmps of India Collectors Conmpanion’ is published by Madhukar Jhi ngan
nj hi ngan@ahoo. com for ‘ Stanps of India, 49-D, BG5, PaschimVihar

New Del hi 110063. Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mbbile: +91-9350537037

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Awar ds Received: Silver Medal with the ‘Felicitations of the Jury’ at
‘BELG CA 2001 World Philatelic Exhibition, Brussels, June 9-17, 2001

‘Stanmps of India does not rent, sell, or otherw se share your e-nai
address with any third-party.

Qur now fanous Di scl ai mer!
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. con si t egui de/ w04. ht m

STAMPS OF I NDI A al so publi shes:

STAWMPS OF INDI A http://ww. stanpsofindia.com
The Hub Site of Indian Philately

PRI NCELY STATES REPORT http://ww. princel ystates.com
Journal of Indian States History, Philately & Num snatics

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://ww. st anpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

© Copyright 2007, Stanmps of India, New Delhi. Al rights reserved.
For reproduci ng content from Stanps of India publications please ask
t he publisher for perm ssion stating exactly what you would like to
use, and for what purpose, before using the sane.




