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In order to make it easier for every one to collect Indian issues may
we hunbly suggest to India Post to make avail able Yearly Col |l ectors
Pack of First Day Covers, Postal Stationery, and Special PostmarKks.

Al so avail able should be a pack of current Definitive and Ofi ci al
(Service) stanps. This will surely put the fun back in stanmp collecting
and once again make philately a pleasure.

In this age of custoner delight India Post should al so be | ooking at
new conbi nati ons and newer ways of selling their stanps.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.
- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and sources to this issue: Suraj Jaitly
from Ludhi ana, and the Hi ndustan Ti nes.

Mention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

I NDO- JAPAN M NI ATURE SHEET SCLD QUT



The m ni ature sheet issued on April 26, 2002 to conmmenorate 50 years of
I ndo- Japan Di pl omatic Relations is now sold out.

I ndi a Post deserves congratul ations for the several innovations

i ntroduced with this issue. The information sheet was fully in color
for the first tine. A well-designed poster to publicize the issue was
al so brought out. If our nenory serves us right than the last tine

I ndi a Post brought a poster out to pronote an issue was in 1981 for the
Brides of India set. Undoubtedly the npbst inportant innovation has been
the introduction of a mni sheet of 16 stanps. This sheet has a
decorative border with both the stanps positioned alternately

hori zontally as well as vertically throughout. This sheet is much
appreciated by the philatelists in place of the regul ar sheet of 40

st anps.

We take this opportunity to suggest that India Post, as a matter of
policy, should adopt a smaller sheet size of 10 stanps. This will allow
nore people to buy, easily preserve, and display these in the exhibits.
Large sheets are unw el dy, nore expensive, and are difficult to be

di splayed in an A-4 size exhibit sheet. The small sheet is a collectors
item

PROGRAM OF | SSUES FOR 2002 ANNCUNCED

I ndi a Post announced the Stanp Issue Programfor the year 2002 in two
parts. The first part lists 4 forthcom ng i ssues with confirmed dates of
release. It is a bold step for India Post, as it is not known for
sticking to the dates announced in past. The second list contains the
issues listed as tentative with proposed dates of rel ease.

Part 1
January:
07 — Directorate of Mnes Safety, 100 years of

15 — Indian Arny Hi mal ayan Expedition
21 - Bauddha Mahot sava, Set of 4
28 — Year of Books

February 04 - Swam Ramanand

March 18 — Indian Ordnance Factories, 200 years of

April:

06 — Sido & Kanho Murmu

16 — Railways in India, 150 years of

26 — Indo-Japan Diplomatic Relations, Set of 2
May 13 — Parlianent of India, CGolden Jubilee
June 12 — P L Deshpande

July 23 — Thakur Satyananda

Cct ober 12 — Kani ka Bandyopadhyay

November 14 — Children’ s Day

Part 2
April: Bihar Chanber of Conmerce



May:

Sant Tukaram

Dur ga Das

Frank Ant hony

Cotton Col | ege Guwahati

June:

Ananda Rishi ji Mharaj
Swami Pravananda ji Mhar aj
Arya Vai dyasal a

July: Anglo Bengali Inter College Allahabad

August :
August Kranti: Tanralipta Jatiya Sarkar
Personalities: Social Reformers - Chandraprabha Sai kram Ayyankail, T T

Kri shnamachari, and Cora

Sept enber :

Tercentenary of Nagpur

Touri sm Andhra Pradesh — Chandragir Fort, and CGol konda Fort
Indian Heritage in Mathematics and Astronony, Set of 2

Cct ober:
Artisans of India, Set of 4
WIld Life of India, Set of 4

Novenmber: Gol den Voi ces of Yester years, Set of 4

Decenber :

Mangroves of India, Set of 4

Tenpl e Architecture, Set of 4 — Badrinath, Tripureswain, Mllikarjuna
Sri santan, and Jagannath

Dances of India, Set of 4

Dat es To Be Deci ded:

Anna Bhau Sat he

Dadasaheb Gaekwad

Brajl al Biyani

Ananda Nl ya Vi manam
Pandit Surya Narayan Vyas
Babu Gul ab Rai

Dr. Vithal rao Vi khe Pati |
Pr abodhankar Thakre

Medi ci nal Plants, Set of 4

ORPEX PHI LATELI C EXHI BI TI ON

Indi a Post organized the 7" Orissa State Philatelic Exhibition from
April 26 to 28 at Bhubaneswar. There were 68 exhibits in 160 franmes. In
a wel cone devel opnent the jury for ORPEX consisted of 10 jurors, 6
philatelists and 4 officers of India Post.

S CDutta, the Director CGeneral of India Post, gave the Awards away. Om
Prakash Jagati won the hi ghest honor of the show - Chief Post Master
Ceneral’s Anvard with a Verneil Medal for his exhibit *dinpses of Indian
Tourismi. Other winners of Verneil Medal with Special Prize are - Ait



Kumar Dash, J Jyoti, Mwom n Sinha, Durgadutta Routray for ‘Creator’s
Most Faithful Creation’, ‘Tourism, ‘Wrld Refugee Year’, and
“Australian Antarctic Territory’ respectively. J N Kanungo for ‘Life
H story of Mahatma Gandhi’ and Anup Kumar Raut for ‘Gnalior State of
India” won Verneil.

Large Silver Medal recipients are — Anil Dhir, Shakil Ahmed, C S Basak
Moomi n Sinha, and Biswajit Dash for ‘Geat Britain Reign of QElI’,
‘“Menmoirs of a Beautiful Young Wrman', ‘Health & Medicine', ‘Finland
1860- 1985, and ‘ Scouts & Quides’ respectively.

Silver Medal with Special Prize was awarded to the St. Xavier’s High
School for *Post Independence India . Silver Medals were awarded to —
Anj ali Kanungo, Raj esh Kumar Sinha (2), Manorama Dash, Suresh Chandra
Dhal i, Santoshini Panigrahi, Sasmta Raut, Ranjit Dash, Prakhar Deep
Swayam Prakash, Anandita Raut, Sushree Sagarika, and D A V Public School
(2), Sainik School, and St. Xavier’s H gh School. Silver Bronze Medals
were awarded to Kashi nath Sahoo, Susanta Kumar Swain, Kal yani Basak, and
Anuradha M shra. Bonze Medal was awarded to 14 exhibits and D pl oma was
awarded to 1 exhibit. 14 exhibits received only the Certificate of
Partici pation.

A set of three Special Covers with Special Postmarks on Lake Chil ka,
Pat a Pai ntings, and Traditional \Waving design were brought out on the
occasi on. For your requirements please contact the Philatelic Bureau
Bhubaneswar

YOUTH EXHI Bl TI ON AT BANGALORE

Karnat aka Philatelic Society will be organizing a philatelic exhibition
YOUTH KAPRPHI LEX 2002 for youth aged 9 to 25 years at Bangal ore on June
8 and 9, 2002. For nore details please contact the Secretary of the

Kar nat aka Philatelic Society P S Varaprasad varaprasadz@ahoo. co.in

| NDI A & STATES AT DAVI D FELDMAN AUCTI ON

W would like to add to our report in the previous issue that the
Catal ogs of this auction sale are avail able online at David Fel dman’s
Wb Site: http://ww. Davi dFel dman. com The Catal ogs for this sale are
al so available fromthe auctioneer for postage costs at 20 SFr Each
($US15, £10) or 70 SFr ($US50, £30) for the set. Orders are to be
forwarded to: David Feldnman S. A, 175 route de Chancy (P. O Box 81)
CH1213 Onex, Ceneva, Switzerland. TEL [41] 22 727.07.77, FAX [41] 22
727.07.78, E-Mail: Adm n@avi dFel dman. com The val uations in David
Fel dman auctions are usually |l ow and realizations are higher, so bid
accordi ngly.

PERVANENT Pl CTORI AL POSTMARK OF LUDHI ANA

Suraj Jaitly of Ludhiana subnmitted three different designs for the

Per manent Pictorial Postmark to be introduced at the Philatelic Bureau
Ludhi ana. India Post selected one of these depicting the C ock Tower.

I ndia Post provided a different one on Septenber 9, 2001, the first day
of its introduction. That postnmark was prepared in hurry and did not
have any provision for changeabl e dates. India Post have now provided
the one with provision of changeable dates, but is is different again.

To view the i mages of the postmarks, please click on the link bel ow
htt p: //ww. geoci ties. conl nj hi ngan/ Cont ent / News/ PPP- Ludhi ana. ht m




STAMPS FOR 2003

Ani ruddha Sahasrabuddhe has sent in the foll owi ng suggestion for the
stanps to be issued in 2003 in response to our invitation for the sane
in the previous issue.

“There is going to be Cricket Wrld Cup next year in May. | suggest
that India should issue stanps comenorating this event. It should be
brought out in a set of 5 stanps showi ng the wi nners of the Cricket
World Cup, i.e., West Indies 1975-1979, India 1983, Australia 1989-1999,
Paki stan 1992, and Sri Lanka 1996. Each stanp may show the Cricketing
Synbol of the respective country in right corner and the country flag in
the right hand side and a picture in the mddle. If needed, I amal so
ready to help in the designing of the stanps.”

FAKE STAMP PAPERS RACKET BUSTED | N NEW DELH

Del hi Police arrested five persons running a fake stanp paper racket on
May 8, 2002. The police also recovered a dye used to print counterfeit
US and Nepal ese currency fromthem After getting a tip-off, a deal was
struck with the five for purchase of 10 stanp papers of Rs. 1000 each
for Rs. 150 near the New Del hi Railway Station, said Deputy Comm ssi oner
of Police, (Special cell) Ashok Chand. The accused were running the
racket for the past two years. Counterfeit stanp papers worth Rs. 0.6
mllion, besides two cell phones, and Rs. 35,000 in cash were recovered
fromthem

PCST DURI NG GUJARAT RI OTS

The | arge-scal e communal violence in Gujarat is still continuing
unabat ed since that fateful day of February 27, 2002. Oficial figures
say over 1000 persons, majority of them being wonen and children, are
killed in the riots so far.

Vir Sanghvi, the Editor of the Hi ndustan Tinmes aptly wote on April 21
2002 regarding this: “Qur problemis that we are still too nunb to cone
to terns with the enormty of what has happened, still too unwilling to
accept that Indians could have behaved with such savagery towards each
ot her.”

VWhat is happening in Gujarat naturally affects the post offices, posta
staff, and postal services too. W have been trying to obtain data from
the very begi nning wi thout nuch success.

W& have reports that a Postmaster, Meneon, with his wife and anot her
Postmaster, Y R Makrani, both in Sabarkantha Postal Division were killed
in two separate incidents during the riots in early March 2002. Delivery
of mails has al so been effected.

LI NKS UPDATE
I nternational association of Philatelic Journalists (AlIJP) is now on the
Internet at http://ww. aijp.org

VI EWS & OPI NI ONS

PHI LATELY I N TRANSITION IN INDIA, Part 7

Stanps and stanp collectors do fromtine to tine attract the attention
of the mainstream nmedi a especially as philatelists do continue to bring
laurels for India.



‘I ndia Today’ the |eadi ng newsmagazi ne of India took an interest in
philately way back in 1987 after the biggest |oss took place for Indian
Philately. The then secretary-general of the Philatelic Congress of
India (PCl) and the national conmm ssioner for the AMERI PEX 86 world
philatelic exhibition, MG Pittie lost five collections while carrying
exhibits to Chicago, USA via Canada. The AMERI PEX 86 Committee announced
areward of US $ 25,000 for information | eading to the recovery of the
exhibits lost. US Federal Bureau of Investigations was working on this
case W thout nuch success.

Two of the exhibits | ost belonged to P Gupta of Kol kata, the then
President of PCI. One of his exhibits *Cochin” was in the FIP

Chanpi onshi p C ass and another was ‘Indian Maritinme Mail’. An exhibit of
‘“India Cassics’ that included the fanmous ‘Inverted Head besides
several philatelic jewels belonged to S B Kothari of Kol kata. The fourth
exhibit *Soruth’ bel onged to Dhirubhai Mehta of Minbai and |ike al

ot her exhibits had won Gold Medal s on nmany occasions. The fifth exhibit
‘I ndore’ belonged to a young exhibitor Ravi Dangi of |Indore. These
exhibits were then estimated at Rs. 15 million. As a trader and

of fice-bearer of the Philatelic Traders Society (PTS) said in London
“The market value of two out of the five collections |ost could be as
much as half a mllion pounds.”

Cick here to read the article
htt p: // ww. geoci ti es. conl nj hi ngan/ Cont ent/ Feat ures/i ndi a_t oday. ht m

‘ The Week’, another news magazi ne spoke in 1996 to | eading philatelists
and tal ked about the possibility of investing in stanps as a neans of
hi di ng bl ack noney.

Visit the following link to read the full article.
htt p: // ww. geoci ti es. conl nj hi ngan/ Cont ent / Feat ur es/t he_week. ht m

We are continuing to receive responses fromour readers on this col um.
Reproduced below is the response received from Uresh Kakkeri of Minbai:

“Thank you very nuch for publishing my letter, which | had witten to
t he president of PCl on | NPEX- EMPI REPEX 2001

It will be disgraceful to know that this very president of the PCl has
not bothered to wite to nme or even sending the acknow edgenent of ny
letter, or single line stating of considering or |ooking into the
matter, since alnmost 4 nonths have been past for ny witing a Registered
Acknowl edgenent Due letter to him

And on top of it, M. Dhirubahi Mehta and M. Vispy Dastoor, both fornmer
presidents of PCl, think | ama ping pong ball which they are hitting
fromone court to other (any body can make that out fromtheir
respective letters).

VWhat any gentl eman can expect fromthese shanel ess peopl e occupyi ng high
of fices and doi ng not hi ng?

I request you to publish this letter of mne, so that ny fell ow

phil atelists should know t hat what kind of people are taking care of

I ndian philately and what kind of people we are electing as a president
of the topnmost body in Indian philately (PCl).”



READERS FORUM

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. W strive hard to bring you conprehensi ve coverage of the

| atest on Indian philately and inprove with every issue. Please do |et
us have your thoughts and suggestions. W also would like to | earn how
our newsletter inpacts your collecting and the value you feel it
provides to you. Do send in your comments, views, reports, articles and
other features for publication>

RENU V FROM COCHI N ON LOSS OF | NWARD FOREI GN MAI LS

Several conplaints and opinions regarding the | oss/damage of foreign
mai | have been published in the recent newsletters (including ny
conplaint). | would Iike to add that even registered letters are now
getting lost. Afriend of mne sent me a birthday card, along with a few
stanps and stickers by registered post fromU. S. A but they did not
arrive. | have asked her to contact the post-office with the receipt.

al so recei ved sonme New Zeal and stanps, sent by recorded delivery post.
But the acknow edgenent card, usually attached to the back of the cover,
was m ssing, and I was not asked to sign on receipt by the postnman
Recorded delivery needs to be signed for on receipt. Some stanp hinges
and nounts have al so gone missing. | had joined a beginners' club in New
Zeal and. They have sent ne ny nenbership card and free stanps three
times already, but I amyet to receive them In wake of all these

di scouragi ng events, | have been forced to stop tradi ng or purchasing
stanps through ordinary post. | also have to pay ny fellow traders and
deal ers for sending ne stanps through registered post (sometines over
$10), and nust register everything | send. Now that registered and
recorded delivery post is also being lost, | amgoing to stop all trades
for the time being. My small anobunt of pocket nobney is being wasted.
certainly cannot afford to pay such col ossal anobunts, to end up getting
not hi ng. Whoever is responsible for the loss of mail (I repeat, | am not
accusi ng anyone) can be credited with turning ne, a student, away from
stanp col | ecti ng.

ABHAI M SHRA ON ANTARCTI C PHI LATELY I N | NDI A
I have been a subscriber of your newsletter since the beginning.
| enjoy reading it very nuch.

| had the opportunity to visit Antarctica with the XXl Indian

Antarctic Expedition. Recently |I came back fromthe icy continent.

Bef ore proceeding to Antarctica | checked with nunber of philatelists in
I ndia about "Indian Antarctic Philately”, but unfortunately got a bl ank
I ndi a has been | aunching Antarctic Expedition since 1981. Departnent of
Posts has al so issued few stanps on Antarctica including First Indian
Antarctic Expedition, Dakshin Gangotri Post Ofice, and Antarctic Treaty
(setenant).

A Branch O fice of North Goa Post Ofice does exist at Indian Antarctic
Station, Maitri (erstwhile Dakshin Gangotri) and offers very good
pictorial cancellation. During the expedition | was surprised to see the
nunber of foreign philatelists letters, sent to the | eader of the
expedition for cancellation at Maitri. It was very sad to know that we
our self knewtoo little about it. I personally posted around 50 covers
cancelled at Maitri to various philatelists in India, npost of whoml
know by nane only.



| have posted sone of the covers on the Expedition website at

WWW. geoci ties.conl xxiiae. My personal website is at

www. geoci ti es. conl abhai _m shra2000 You may include the expedition
website in your links so that other philatelist may al so view those
beautiful Antarctic covers.

FEATURES & RESOURCES

ALSO | N THE NEWS
STAMP COLLECTORS STICK I T TO THE POLI TI Cl ANS
By Alan Crawford in Sunday Herald

PARTY politics can be a conbative business and as far as conflicts go,
this was decidedly first class. Scottish Liberal Denocrats neeting in
Perth for their party conference cane face to face with opposition of a
di fferent kind yesterday when they found t hensel ves conpeting for space
with a convention of philatelists. The Dewar's Centre in Perth, scene of
many a political and curling triunph, can rarely have seen such a
showdown, as the LibDemfaithful found thensel ves upstaged by superior
nunbers of stanp collectors attending a conference in the same buil di ng.

Any notion of harnony was dispelled as soon as the philatelists,
attendi ng the annual neeting of the Association of Scottish Philatelic
Soci eties, discovered that the party of coalition governnent in the
Scottish Executive expected all consideration of twopenny blues, penny
bl acks and cape triangles to give way to political debate. According to
the irate philatelists, the politicians began to nmuscle in on the

coll ectors' space. 'They are wandering around as if they think they own
the place,' conplained Al an Watson, secretary of the Association of
Scottish Philatelic Societies. 'They forget we are sharing it with them
Typical politicians -- they think that politics is far nore inportant

t han peopl e enjoying thensel ves.'

The associ ation's annual congress has so far attracted nore than 500
stanp col l ectors conpared to the 250 Li bDem del egates, and is being held
inthe larger of the centre's two conference halls. Sone of the stanp
coll ectors grunbl ed about Liberal Denobcrat stewards asking themfor
passes. And there were nutterings over the sharing of facilities at the
centre

WAt son said he was put off by 'the way they are mlling around outside
and nentioned an argunment over a room booking. 'But | think we are
getting there,' he said. Watson said he was a Liberal Denocrat hinself
but was 'far nore interested in stanp collecting than politics'. '"It's a
ot more fun,' he added. 'They are terribly serious through there and we
are nore interested in enjoying ourselves.'

Shet| and MSP Tavi sh Scott said any slight disagreenments had all been
good hunored, adding: 'The suggestion that the Liberal Denocrats and
stanp collectors would fall out over a roomwould be quite ridicul ous.
"W were positively encouraging each other to go into the roomfirst.’
He did, however, express quiet satisfaction that so many of the

phil atelists had apparently confessed to being of a Li bDem persuasion
"Stanp collectors do seemto be a natural constituency for us,' he
added.

NEWSSCAN



<W invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

RESEARCH NOTES
I NDI A POST I N THE YEAR 1873, PART 12

PCSTAL NOTI CE

In anticipation of the publication of the next edition of the “Indian
Postal CGuide”, the follow ng cal endar of mail steamer departures from
Bonbay is published: -

MAI L STEAMER CALENDAR FOR BOVBAY
N. B. — Were Galle is nentioned, mails may al so be sent for the Island
of Ceylon generally.

VWhere Singapore is nmentioned, nmails may al so be sent for places in
Net her |l ands I ndi a, Labuan, Bankok (Siam and Philippine Islands.

VWher e Hong-Kong and Shanghai are nentioned, mails may al so be sent for
ot her places in China, e.g., for Anoy, Canton, Foochow, Swatow and
VWhanpoa t hrough Hong- Kong and N ngpo through Shanghai

VWer e Yokohama is nentioned, mails may al so be sent for Nagasaki, Hiogo
and ot her places in Japan.

VWere the mails from Europe do not reach Bonbay in time for the
Kurrachee and Persian Gulf steaners, these vessels are detained for one
day.

VWhere Mozanbique is nmentioned, nails may al so be sent for Delagoa Bay,
but as the call at Delagoa Bay is optional with the contractors for the
service, the delivery of correspondence for that place cannot be
guar ant eed.

“P. and O.” stand for Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Conpany;
and “B. |1.” Stand for British India Steam Navi gati on Conpany.

Mai |l steamers and places for which mails are sent. See also N. B. above.
Leave Bonmbay 1873 —

Friday, 3'¢ January - B. |. Steaner for Kurrachee and the Persian Qulf,
al so for Bagdad.

Monday, 6'" January - P. & O Steamer for Aden, Suez, EUROPE, and pl aces

beyond.

Friday, 10'" January ...B. |. Steaner for Kurrachee

Sat urday, 11'" January ..P. & O Steamer for Australia

Ditto ...B. |I. Steaner for Calcutta and internediate ports on the Wst

and East Coast, including Ceylon

Monday, 13'" January ...P. & O Steaner for Aden, Suez, EURCPE, and

pl aces beyond.

Tuesday, 14'" January ...P. & O Steaner for Galle, Singapore, Penang,
Hong- Kong, Shanghai and Yokohama; also for United States of America via
Hong- Kong.

Friday, 17'" January ...B. |. Steaner for Kurrachee and the Persian Qulf,
al so for Bagdad.



Monday, 20'" January ...P. & O Steaner for Aden, Suez, EURCPE, and
pl aces beyond; al so via Aden for Zanzi bar; also via Aden for Mauritius,
Mahe (Seychel | es) and Reuni on.

To be conti nued

ASK US

Pl ease send your queries in detail (illustrations welconme) on all
matters related to Philately and Postal History of India and Indian
States. W will attenpt to provide an answer to you online.

CONTRI BUTORS | NVI TED

W require regul ar correspondents everywhere in India to cover the
philatelic activities in their area. W shall reinburse the costs of
phot os, covers, publications, courier and other charges. All
contributions shall be acknow edged.

STAMPSOFI NDI A VEB S| TE UPDATES

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in followi ng segnents —
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS,
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LINKS.

Updat ed Segments This Wek: News, Articles, and Links.

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

“Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is the nost effective way to
reach the highest targeted readerships for Indian Philately worl dw de.
The advertising is FREE for the subscribers. Send in your ad, today.

Cick here to view the ads and for the Ternms for submtting your ad
htt p: // ww. geoci ti es. conl nj hi ngan/ Cont ent/ Ads/ ads. ht m
New Ads Added This Wek from —

---------- STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COMPANION -----------
Qur now fampus Di scl ai mer!
htt p: // ww. geoci ti es. conl nj hi ngan/ Cont ent / Gui de/ wO04. ht m

For reproduci ng content from our publications
htt p: // ww. geoci ti es. conl nj hi ngan/ Cont ent / Gui de/ w03. ht m

Back i ssues of this newsletter are available for free downl oad at
htt p: // ww. geoci ti es. coni nj hi ngan/ Cont ent / Downl oad/ ar chi ves. ht m
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