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JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS

Hi

This year conpletes 150 years of India's Field Post Offices. The first
Field Post Ofice, then called Field Force Post Ofice, acconpanied the
Expedi ti onary Forces to Persia (now Iran) under the comrand of Major
Ceneral Sir James Qutram An | ndian naval squadron comanded by
Commodor e Young was al so a part of this Force that arrived at Bushire on
Decenber 5, 1856 where the Persian Field Force Post O fice functioned
from Decenber 12, 1856 to Cctober 2, 1857.

This Field Force Post Ofice's use of postage stanmps was the first

i nstance of postage stanps used in Persia. The first stanps issued by
Persia were actually in 1875 although stanps were al so issued in 1868
but believed to have not been circulated to public, and again in 1870
for a short while and their use was ceased in 1871.

Angl o Persian war was al so the | ast war waged by the East |ndia Conpany.
The East India Conpany, in the name of the British Government, declared
war on Persia on Novenber 1, 1856. This was the third tine since 1838,
that the interests of the British and the Persians had cl ashed over the
Persian desire to control the City of Herat. Herat, at the entrance to
the North-Western frontier of India, was a key prize in ‘' The Geat Gane’
for inperial dom nance of the region between Russia and Britain. Britain
viewed Herat as the all-inportant strategic and | ogistic gateway to the
old Silk Route to India. Persia clained ancient territorial rights as
well as the need to protect the Shia majority popul ation of Herat from
its Sunni oppressors. Peace was concluded in the Treaty of Paris on
March 4, 1857.



The Field Post Ofices have traveled all over world in their |ong
hi story of 150 years.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.
- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Shyam Pradhan,
Ajit Dash, Abhai M shra,

We invite your inputs, please email to witeback@tanpsofindi a.com

If you've found this newsletter useful, recommend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue. Also, please nention this
newsl etter when contacting other philatelists.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shal |l reinburse the costs incurred on images, philatelic items issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (images welcone) on all matters
related to Philately and Postal Hi story of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

STAWP POLL 2005 - VOTE & WN

Don't forget to vote for your favorite stanp of 2005. Please select from
t he conmenorative and definitive stanps issued in 2005 displ ayed at
http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. conf ot her/ st anppol | . ht m

FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES

Jan 29: N M R Subbaraman, Rs 5

Feb 01: 3'® Battalion The Sikh Reginment, Rs 5

These issues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet,
at Rs 2 each, shall be available on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post
Ofices including all Philatelic Bureaus and Counters in the country.

For an illustrated Iist of stanps in 2006, please visit

http: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com | i sts/2006st anps. ht m

AVM STAMP RELEASED

M ni ster for Commruni cation and |Information Technol ogy Dayani dhi Maran,
rel eased a postage stanp in the denom nation of Rs 5 on January 22, 2006
at Chennai in honor of AV Miyappan Chettiyar the founder of AVM
Studios on its Dianond Jubil ee. M Karunani dhi was the chief guest for
the function held at A V Mtricul ati on School

Mei yappan was born in Karaikudi, a small town in South India, in 1907.
He began work as an apprentice in his father's shop - AV & Sons. A
perceptive observer, he soon realized that greater opportunities |ay
out side his hometown. He opened Saraswathi Stores - an exclusive outlet
for granophone records. He noticed that only classical songs were being
sold. So, he released a few records of folk songs and struck gold by

wi nning the rights to distribute records.

H's love affair with the silver screen started with the advent of the
talkies in the 1930s. He went to Kol kata to produce few novies. Hi s



mai den production Alli Arjuna foll owed by Ratnavali and Nanda Kunmar
recei ved a poor response fromfilmbuffs. But he didn't |ose heart. He
started Pragathy Studios in Chennai in 1940 and produced a few novies
i ke Boo Kail ash, Sabapathy, En Manaivi, Harishchandra and Sri Valli.

Fol | owi ng power shortage in Chennai then, Meiyappan set up his own
studi o at Devakottai Rastha in Karai kudi. A host of npvies which set a
new trend in Tam | filmindustry was churned out by AVYMfromtheir
studio in Karaikudi. In 1948, AVM Studios noved to its present |ocation
at Vadapal ani. Through A V Meiyappan's efforts, Chennai now boasts of
one of the largest studios in South-East Asia.

Not just Tamil, Meiyappan went on to produce novies in Telugu, Kannada,
Mal ayal am Bengali and H ndi. It was he who introduced artistes like
Sivaji Ganesan, Vyjayanthimala, V K Ramasany, T R Mahal i ngam and Kanal
Haasan besi des a host of directors and nmusic directors.

O her feathers in his cap include the President's award for Hum Panchi
Ek Dal Ke, Sabapathy - his maiden directorial venture and Hari schandra,
the first Indian film to be dubbed in two | anguages. O her nenorabl e
producti ons were Parasakthi, Kal athur Kannama, Kul a Deivam Partha
Pasi t heerum Pachai Vil akku and Server Sundaram

Not just production and direction, Meiyappan evinced keen interest in
filmdistribution, advertisenment and publicity and nusic. Besides al
these, he was a great human being and his contribution to the welfare of
hi s enpl oyees was renarkabl e.

Though Mei yappan breathed his last in 1979, his AVM Productions, which
is stepping into its 60th year, is followi ng his footsteps.

Sankha Samant a desi gned the Stanp and the First Day Cover. Al ka Sharnma

designed the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure containing wite-up
and technical data was issued on the occasion. The First Day Cover and

the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. India Security Press printed the

stanps by Photo Gravure in the quantity of 0.6 million

For an illustrated list of stanps in 2006, please visit

http://ww. stanpsofindi a.con |ists/2006st anps. htm

POSTAL STATI ONARY NEW | SSUES

The foll owi ng postal stationery with advertisenent was schedul ed for

rel ease in February 2006. There were no issues scheduled for release in
December 2005 and January 2006.

The information in the listing is presented in follow ng format:

Date, Printer, Language, Message, Quantity in mllion, Remarks

‘M denotes multicolor printing and in case of single color, the color
of the ad is nmentioned in parenthesis if different than the col or of
regul ar printing.

Inland Letter Card
09: Tanmil, SPP, Tanmi|l Mercantile Bank, 1, (G een)

For a list of Inland Letter Cards in 2005, please visit
http://ww. stanpsofindia.com|ists/ 20051 LC. htm

RECENT SPECI AL POSTMARKS & COVERS

2005

May 26: Berhanpur, Rotary C ub of Berhanpur Gol den Jubil ee




Oct 22-23: Dhenkanal, district philatelic exhibition, 2 covers
Dec 5: Cuttack, Rotary Club of Cuttack, Di anmond Jubil ee

For an illustrated |ist of special postmarks and covers in 2006, please
visit http://ww.stanpsofindia.conlists/pnk/2006pm ht m

BLOOD DONATI ON CAMP AT DEHRADUN HPO

Sudar shan Agarwal , the Governor of Uttaranchal inaugurated a bl ood
donati on canp at Dehradun Head Post O fice on January 7, 2006. An
adverti senent post mark was used on this occasion on all mails handl ed.

For the image please visit http://ww. stanpsofindia.conllists/pnk/ad. htm
PACKAG NG CARTONS AT POST OFFI CE

Delhi Crcle of India Post recently introduced sale of cartons for
packagi ng at sel ect post offices. The cartons do not carry any printed
design or inscription. These heavy duty cartons are available in four
sizes and are priced at Rs 23, 30, 51, and 72.

Karnataka Circle of India Post has recently added col orful parcel boxes
in tw sizes, 25xl6cmpriced at Rs 17 and 15x12cmpriced at Rs 10, to

t he existing range of white carton boxes. These are expected to be
popul ar during festivals.

| NSTANT MONEY ORDER

Dayani dhi Maran, M nister of Conmunication and |Information Technol ogy

| aunched the Instant Money Order (i MJ) service on January 20, 2006 at
Chennai

The service allows transfer of funds within India fromRs 1,000 to Rs
50,000 within a few m nutes. After booking the i MO the post office
imediately will give a printed receipt with conputer generated
confidential 16 digit i MO nunber in a sealed condition that will not
even be known to the booking clerk. Custoner is required to tear off the
seal and convey the confidential 16 digit i MO nunber to the receiver
over phone, SMS, e-mail, etc. at his neans and ri sk.

Receiver is required to present this i MO nunber at any designated i MO
post office counter in a formalong with a copy of his personal photo
identity proof. Instant cash paynent will made for the amount bel ow Rs
20, 000 and hi gher amounts will be paid by cheque as per the Reserve Bank
of India rules in this regard. The paynent nmay al so be nmade through
receiver’'s post office savings bank account in the same i MO offi ce.

The sender may al so choose fromthe 16 standardi zed nessages to be sent
along with the noney at no extra charge. The cost of funds transfer
varies fromRs 150 to Rs 330 depending on the anmpunt to be sent.

The iMO service is initially available at select 24 post offices in 11
cities — Ahnmedabad, Bangal ore, Chennai, Del hi, Hyderabad, Jai pur,

Kol kat a, Madhubani, Minbai, Patna, and Surat.

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

Jan 10-11: Valsad, District Philatelic Exhibition

Jan 18-24: New Del hi, Vikas Singh's philatelic exhibit on Railways
Venue: Art Gallery, India International Centre Annex, |nauguration 6pm
Contact: Vikas Singh 98994 02297

Feb 4-5: Hoshangabad, District Philatelic Exhibition



Feb 1-15: New Del hi, Railways through Stanps
Venue: Rail Miuseum Chanakyapuri

Feb 11-12: Bangal ore, Philex-06, District Philatelic Exhibition
Venue: Common Entrance Test Cell Building, 18th Cross, Mll eswaram
Contact: 0 80-23324751

Deal er booths are available for Rs 1500

Two special covers will be rel eased

Feb 11-12: Udupi,

Venue: Haridwara Auditorium Hotel Kediyoor,

O gani zers: Dakshina Kannada Philatelic and Num smatics Associ ation
Cont act: Sudhakar Devadiga, Ofice of the superintendent of posts, Head
Post O fice, Udupi or President DKPNA 99452 71614

Feb 16-17: New Del hi, West Delhi District Philatelic Exhibition
Venue: Rail Miseum Chanakyapuri

Feb: Hyderabad, Arny Postal Service
Mar: Kanptee, Army Postal Service

For a list of exhibitions in 2006, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf i nf obase/ events. htm

MVEETI NGS

The schedul e of neetings of the philatelic organizations inIndiais
avail abl e at http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. conli nf obase/ cl ubneet. htm

NEPAL PROGRAM 2006

Feb: Late King Tri bhuwan & National Denocracy Day, Rs5

Mar: Queen Komal Rajya Laxmi Devi Shah, International Wnen's

Day, Rs5

Apr: 125'" Year of Nepal Postage Stanmp, Rs100

Apr: Silver Jubilee of Wrld H ndu Federation, Rs5

May: Gol den Jubilee of Munt Mnaslu, Rs25

May: Gol den Jubilee OF Munt Lhotse, o0Rs25

May: Bio Diversity Series, a) R Kat hmanduensis Adhikari, b) Prinula
Sharnmae Fl etcher, c), d)

Jun: ol den Jubil ee of Royal Nepal Acadeny, Rs2

Jul: Birthday Series of King Gyanendra, Rs5

Jul: CGol den Jubilee of the Diplomatic Relations with Russia, Rs30

Jul: CGol den Jubilee of the Diplomatic Relations with Japan, Rs30

Aug: Queen Mother& National Children's Day, Rs5

Cct: CGol den Jubil ee of Nepal's Menbership in UPU, Rs15

Nov: Visit Nepal Series a) Mustang b) Pokhara c) Trekking in Nepal, Rs20
each

Nov: Mode OF Transport Series, A) Train B) Aeroplane C) Twine D) Cable
Car, Rs10 each

Dec: Late King Mahendra, Rs5

Jan 2007: Great King Prithivi Narayan Shah, Rs10

NEW COMVEMORATI VE CO NS

Comenorative coins to mark the 75 Years of Mahatma Gandhi’s Dandi March
are being issued and I ndia Governnent M nt Minbai is booking orders for
them There are two coins in the set in the denonination of Rs 5 and Rs
100. The Rs 5 coin is circular with security edges, weighs 9 granms and
is 23 mmin dianeter. It consists of Copper 75% and Ni ckel 25% The Rs
100 coin is also circular, weighs 35 grans and is 44 mMmmin dianeter. It




consists of quaternary alloy that is Silver 50% Copper 40% N ckel 5%
and Zinc 5%

The Proof Coins set of 2 coins is priced at Rs 1000 per set and the
Uncircul ated Coins set of 2 coins is priced Rs 600 per set. These prices
are subject to VAT at 12.5% as well as the Packing, Forwarding and

Post age Charges. The | ast date of booking is May 31, 2006. The order
forns along with necessary details are available at ww. nunbai nmint.org

The Governnent of India has four mnts at Kol kata, Munbai, Hyderabad,
and NO DA that produce coins for use of the public. Apart frommnting
coins, the Governnent mints at Munbai, Kol kata and Hyderabad al so make
Coi n Bl anks and have the gold assaying facilities. In addition the
Munbai M nt produces standardi zed wei ghts and neasures. The Kol kata M nt
has facilities for nmaking nedallions al so. The Comenvorative coins are
made at Munbai and Kol kat a.

ERRORS FREAKS & ODDI TI ES: Agra Fort Stanps

Akhi l esh Arka from Bangal ore has contributed an interesting perforation
shift error in the Agra Fort issue

For the images in color, please visit:

http://ww. stanpsofindia.con |ists/stanps/efos/1719-1720. ht m

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

The advertising is FREE for the subscribers of the Stamps of India

Col | ectors Conpani on. Send in your ad, today.

Terns: 1. Only one ad at a tinme froma subscriber will be accepted.

2. Maxinmum 5 Lines, up to 64 characters per |ine.

3. Al ads shall be published at the sole discretion of the editors who
reserve the right to refuse any adverti senent.

4. No correspondence regarding advertising will be entertained.

5. Stanps of India does not endorse any advertiser and can not be held
liable for transactions of any advertiser

WANTED SI RMOOR State stanps mint & used, revenues, errors, cards,

covers, large accumul ations, award wi nning coll ections(preferably gold),
| etters, photographs, stanp paper for purchase via private treaty.

DR VI JAY SHUKLA, vijayshukl al0@ot mail.com Shukla Court, B-16 Sector-H
Shukl a Cross Road, Aliganj Extension, Lucknow 226 020 Mbile: 9899276600

EXCHANGE OFFER just send detail information about the pictorial postmark
avail abl e near you along with a self addressed postage paid envel ope
suitable for A4 size paper at the follow ng address and get detai

i nformati on of Ajanta Caves and its two pictorial postmarks

DEEPAK NARENDRAJI MODI 1-9-123, Dr Rajendra Prasad Marg, Jal na 431203

AVAI LABLE bookl ets, special covers on kanchanjungha, red panda,

| etterbox, orchids, Bhutan stanps, Darjeeling H nmal ayan Rail and others
from North Bengal, Al so Meghdoot postcard, collectors pack, stanps at
reasonabl e price

Contact: phil ababun@nuil.com 91-353-2537280, 919932694632

VI EWS & OPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evol ve the
newsl etter. Please send us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

FEATURES & RESOURCES



I ndian Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. cont i nfobase/l aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crinme & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. conl i nf obase/ cybercrinme. ht m

NEWSSCAN
<W invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and electronic publications, for inclusion here>

ADM NI STRI VI A

‘Stanmps of India Collectors Conmpanion’ is published by Madhukar Jhi ngan
nj hi ngan@ahoo. comfor ‘Stanps of India’, 49-D, BG 5, Paschim Vihar, New
Del hi 110063. Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mbbile: +91-9350537037

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Awar ds Received: Silver Medal with the ‘Felicitations of the Jury' at
‘BELA CA 2001' World Philatelic Exhibition, Brussels, June 9-17, 2001

Qur now farmous Di scl ai ner!
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. cont si t egui de/ w04. ht m

STAVMPS OF I NDI A al so publishes:

STAMPS OF I NDI A http://ww. stanpsofindi a.com
The Hub Site of Indian Philately

PRI NCELY STATES REPORT http://ww. princel ystates.com
Journal of Indian States History, Philately & Num snatics

STAVMPS ON I NDI A http://ww.stanpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

| NDI AN POSTAL GUI DE 1869

The first issue of the official postal guide, reprinted by Stanps of
I ndi a 2004, 236 pages, hardbound, enlarged fromoriginal octavo to A4
size, limted edition, Special price — Rs 2750 post paid worl dw de.
Credit cards accepted http://ww. stanpsofindi a.coni 99999. ht m

© Copyright 2006, Stanmps of India, New Delhi. Al rights reserved.

For reproducing content from Stanps of India publications please ask the
publ i sher for perm ssion stating exactly what you would |ike to use, and
for what purpose, before using the sane.



