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I ndia Post issued 79 stanps in 2008 for a total face value of Rs 525.
16 miniature sheets and 18 sheetlets were al so rel eased during the
year. Aldabra G ant Tortoise miniature sheet’s status is not yet known,
even after five nmonths, whether it will be issued or not. India Post
mai ntains that they will either issue the mniature sheet or a
corrigendum |If issued, it will take the total of miniature sheets in
the year to 17.

W shing you a very happy new year 2009!
Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.
- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Markand Dave,
Sandi p Jai n,

We invite your inputs, please email to witeback@tanpsofindi a.com

If you've found this newsletter useful, recoomend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue. Also, please nention this
newsl etter when contacting other philatelists.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shal | reinburse the costs incurred on inmages, philatelic itenms issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.



Pl ease send your queries in detail (inmages welcone) on all matters
related to Philately and Postal Hi story of India and Indian States. W
will attenmpt to find an answer for you

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

STAVP POPULARI TY POLL

Stanps of India now present the Stanp Poll 2008 to sel ect the best
stanp of 2008, best miniature sheet of 2008, and best sheetlet of 2008.
The results shall be announced based on the nost number of votes

poll ed. You can send as many ballots as you w sh.

Pl ease select fromthe issues of 2008 as shown at

http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com | i sts/stanps/2008stanps. ht mand vote for
the best stanp, mniature sheet, and sheetlet of 2008 in your opinion.
Also wite your nane, City, email id, and philatelic interests on the
ball ot and email your ballots to: stanppol |l @tanpsofindi a.com

The last date to receive the ballots at Stamps of India is January 28,
2009. Incomplete ballots shall not be considered. The results will be
announced in the Issue #378 of January 29, 2009.

Several attractive philatelic prizes will be given away. The wi nners
wi Il be decided by draw of lots. W wel cone the sponsors for prizes,
pl ease contact adm n@tanpsofindia.comin this regard

FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES

Jan 04: Louis Braille

Jan 21: Vai ko Muhammad Basheer

Jan 23: KK Birla

Jan 25: Saint Paul’s Church

Jan 27: INTACH Heritage Centre, Set Of 4
Jan 31: Vishnu Prasad Raha

Mar 01l: 10th Definitive Series — Builders of Mdern India, 9 stanps,
Re 0.50 -

Re 1 - Mahat ma Gandhi ,

Rs 2 - B R Anbedkar

Rs 3 — Satyajit Ray,

Rs 4 — Hom Bhabha,

Rs 10 -

Rs 15 — J R D Tata, and
Rs 20 - Mother Teresa
Rs 50 -

Now days, issues are schedul ed and reschedul ed for rel ease at very
short notice say couple of days! As you can see that the world is
novi ng at very fast pace and we are still bringing out an issue only
after 7 long days. Thus it is inpossible to informour readers thru
this weekly publication about forthcom ng stanp issues of India. W
however do our best to publish this informati on on the hone page of
www. st anpsofi ndi a. comas soon as it becomes avail abl e.




New i ssues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet, at
Rs 2 each, are put on sale on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post O fices
including all Philatelic Bureaus and Philatelic Counters in India.

For an illustrated Iist of stanmps in 2008, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf | i sts/stanps/2008st anps. ht m

NEW STAMPS RELEASED

M BHAKTHAVATSALAM
I ndia Post rel eased a conmenorative postage stanp in the denom nation
of Rs 5 on M Bhakt havat sal am on Decenber 31, 2008.

The stanp design is provided by the proponent. Al ka Sharnma desi gned the
First Day Cover and the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure
containing wite-up and technical data was issued on the occasion. The
First Day Cover and the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. India
Security Press, Nasik printed the stanp by photogravure in the
quantities of 0.4 mllion respectively.

RANI VELU NACHCHI YAR
I ndi a Post rel eased a conmenorative postage stanp in the denom nation
of Rs 5 on Rani Vel u Nachchiyar on Decenber 31, 2008.

THI LAl YADI VALLI AMVAI
I ndia Post rel eased a conmenorative postage stanp in the denom nation
of Rs 5 on Thilaiyadi Valliammi on Decenber 31, 2008.

India Security Press Nasik designed the stanps. Al ka Sharma desi gned
the First Day Cover and the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure
containing wite-up and technical data was issued on the occasion. The
First Day Cover and the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. India
Security Press, Nasik printed the stanp by photogravure in the
gquantities of 0.4 mllion respectively.

SHEI K THAMBI PAVLAR
I ndia Post rel eased a conmenorative postage stanp in the denom nation
of Rs 5 on Shei k Thanbi Pavl ar on Decenber 31, 2008.

India Security Press Nasik designed the stanp. Al ka Sharma designed the
First Day Cover and the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure
containing wite-up and technical data was issued on the occasion. The
First Day Cover and the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. India
Security Press, Nasik printed the stanp by photogravure in the
quantities of 0.4 million respectively.

A T PANEERSELVAM
I ndia Post rel eased a conmenorative postage stanp in the denom nation
of Rs 5 on A T Paneersel vam on Decenber 31, 2008.

India Security Press Nasik designed the stanp. Nenu Gupta designed the
First Day Cover and the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure
containing wite-up and technical data was issued on the occasion. The
First Day Cover and the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. India
Security Press, Nasik printed the stanp by photogravure in the
guantities of 0.4 mllion respectively.



UDUMALAI  NARAYANA KAV
I ndia Post rel eased a conmenorative postage stanp in the denom nation
of Rs 5 on Udumal ai Narayana Kavi on Decenber 31, 2008.

India Security Press Nasik designed the stanp. Nenu Gupta designed the
First Day Cover and the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure
containing wite-up and technical data was issued on the occasion. The
First Day Cover and the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. India
Security Press, Nasik printed the stanp by photogravure in the
quantities of 0.4 million respectively.

For an illustrated |ist of stanps in 2008, please visit

http://ww. stanpsofindi a.con|ists/stanps/2008st anps. ht m

The conplete illustrated listing of Meghdoot Post Card is avail able at:
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a.com | i sts/ meghdoot. htm

For an illustrated list of all kinds of Postcards in 2008, visit
http://stanpsofindia.conilists/2008PC. ht m

For an illustrated |list of Aerogranme & Inland Letter in 2008, visit
http://stanpsofindia.conllists/2008|LC. htm

For an illustrated list of all kinds of Envel opes in 2007, visit
http://stanmpsofindia.conilists/2007EN. ht m

NEW | SSUES AVAI LABI LI TY STATUS

The foll owi ng stanps are now avail able on sale at the philatelic bureau
at New Del hi for the first tinme:

Nov 17: Standard Chartered Bank in sheets of 40 stanps

The following stanps are still awaited:

Aug 02: Al dabra G ant Tortoise M niature Sheet

Nov 14: Children’s Day M niature Sheet

Nov 16: B N Redd

Nov 17: Standard Chartered Bank in Sheetlet of 16 stanps

Nov 27: Sardar Vall abhbhai Patel National Police Acadeny M ni atureSheet
Dec 14: Indian Institute of Science, Rs 5 & 20

The First Day Covers for these issues are still awaited:
Dec 16: Field Marshal Manekshaw
Dec 21: T V Ramasubbai yer

The Brochures for these issues are still awaited:

Dec 15: Swanm Ranganat hananda

Dec 16: Field Marshal Manekshaw

FDC FOR DEFI NI TI VE SERI ES

I ndia post has issued the first three stanps of new definitive series-
"Buil ders of Modern India" the 10th Definitive series. Three stanps are
on Nehru in the denom nation of 25P, Indira Gandhi in the denom nation
500P and Rajiv Gandhi in the denom nation of 500P. Al three
personalities are political |eaders. These stanps were rel eased on
Decenber 1, 2008, but no First Day Cover and First Day postmark was
provided by India Post on the first day of issue. Very few philatelists
obt ai ned date stanp cancellation from New Del hi & Munbai GPO. A private
Cover is prepared by Hemant K Jain hemant kumar.jn@nuail.com of Mandl a,
Madhya Pradesh and nmay be viewed at the follow ng |ink:




http://ww. stanpsofindi a.com |ists/stanps/fdc/fday2008. ht m

RECENT SPECI AL POSTMARKS & COVERS

Dec 01: Dehradun, World AIDS Day
Dec 23: Dehradun, Defence Research & Devel opnent Organi zati on Gol den
Jubi | ee

For an illustrated |ist of Special Postmarks & Covers in 2008, visit
http://ww. st anpsofindi a. com |ists/pnk/2008pm ht m

For an illustrated list of Arnmy Postal Service Issues in 2008, visit
http://stanpsofindi a.com |ists/pnk/aps/2008aps. ht m

MAHATMA GANDHI 1948 SPECI MENS

A set of |India Mahatma Gandhi conmenorative stanps of 1948 overprinted
Speci nen and nounted in official presentation folder sold for a record
Rs 1.11 million (US$ 22,200) on Cctober 17, 2008 on eBay.com This was
reported in Issue #364 of Cctober 23, 2008.

A simlar folder sold for Rs 344,000 (Euros 5050) on eBay on Decenber
28, 2008. To viewthis itemplease click on the follow ng |ink
http://cgi.ebay.conlws/eBayl SAPI.dl | ?Vi ew t en&r d=1& t en=350141931861&ss

PageNanme=STRK: MEDW | T& h=022

When the Specinmens sold for Rs 1.11 million not nmany philatelists
agreed with such a valuation. The new price reflects the correct narket
price.

For a list of auctions in India, please visit

http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ aucti on. ht m

| NDI A AT AUCTI ONS

Cherrystone Auctions http://ww. cherrystoneaucti ons.comin their
auction sale of January 7 & 8, 2009 features 16 lots of India and
States. Apart fromlithographs, East India Inperfs, King Edward VI|I Rs
25 it has 5 lots of seldomoffered Electrical Tel egraph Stanps.

OGswal Antiques http://ww.indiacoingallery.comis holding their first

auction on January 11, 2009 at Pune in conjuction with Coin Exhibition
organi zed by the International Collector’s Society of Rare Itens. The

auction offers 235 lots of coins, nedals, tokens, and paper nobney.

LOUI S BRAI LLE COMMEMORATI VE CO NS

I ndia Government Mnt Alipore Kolkata will release a set of 2 coins in
t he denomi nations of Rs 5 and Rs 100 during 2009 to conmmenorate the

bi centenary of the birth of Louis Braille. These coins for the first
time ever will contain inscription in Braille script as well.

I ndia Governnent Mnt Alipore Kolkata http://ww.ignmint.org is offering
the followi ng coins for sale:

Indian Air Force Pl atinumJubilee, Set of 2 Coins, Rs 2 & 100
Proof Set, Rs 1378
Uncircul ated Set, Rs 1089

Ol & Natural Gas Conm ssion, Set of 2 Coins, Rs 5 & 100



Proof Set, Rs 502
Uncircul ated Set, Rs 920

I ndi a Government M nt Munbai www. munbaimimt.org is offering the
following coins for sale:

Mahat ma Basaveshwara, Rs 100
Proof Set, Rs 1459

Khadi and Village |Industries Comm ssion, Rs 50
Proof Set, Rs 1038
Uncircul ated Coins Set, Rs 566

First War of |ndependence, Rs 100
Proof Sets, Rs 1459
Uncircul ated Sets, Rs 777

Tercentenary of Gur-Ta Gaddi, Set of 2 Coins, Rs 10 & 100

Proof Coins Set, Rs 1677

Uncircul ated Coins, Rs 1145

Bl SHVANATH KHERI A | S NO MORE

Bi shvanat h Kheria di ed on Decenber 24, 2008 at Kol kata. He was a
founder menber and forner Vice President of the num smatic Society of
Cal cutt a.

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

Jan 10-12: Pune, National level Num smatic Conpetitive Exhibition
Organi zers: International Collector’s Society of Rare Itens, Pune
Venue: Sonal Hall, Karve Road, next to MES Garware Col |l ege, Pune
Entry Forms: Available from Nov 20, 2008, Last date of acceptance of
duly filled entry fornms is Dec 15, 2008.

Deal ers Booth: Rs 5000, 2 tables & 2 chairs + Breakfast & Lunch for 2
Last date for Booth confirmation is Jan 5, 2009

Contact: President - S R Bhat 020-25655960, 09326897201, Chairman -
Basti Sol anki 09823088865, Secretary - Raj endra Shah 020-24477660,
09890117252

Jan 24-26: Nagpur, Coins exhibition

Organi zers: Numisnmatic Research Institute

Deal ers Booth: Rs 5000 2 tables 3 chairs + tea & lunch for 2

Contact: Avinash T Ranteke 0 98230 22662, Piyush Agrawal 0 93255 68570

Jan 30-Feb 1. Ahnedabad, Festival of Stanps

Organi zer: Gujarat Philatelists' Association

Venue: Srimati Sushilaben Ratilal Hall, opposite Choice Restaurant, C G
Road, near Swasti k Crossroads, Ahnmedabad 380009

Deal ers Booth: Ground Floor Rs 7000, First Floor Rs 4000, inclusive of
lunch and tea for 2 persons for 3 days

Contact: Anil Choksi, Treasurer GPA, 0 99257 03513 or 079 2656 4923

Feb 27-28: New Del hi, Coins, Numi smatic Exhibition
Organi zer: Del hi Coin Society

Venue: Bapu Sammj Seva Kendra, Panchkuni an Road,
Contact: Goga Jain 0 93123 18401



For a list of exhibitions in 2008, please visit
http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. cont i nf obase/ event s2008. ht m

MEETI NGS
The schedul e of neetings of the philatelic organizations in Indiais
avai |l abl e at http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ cl ubneet . ht m

SQUTH ASI A NEW | SSUES

PAKI STAN 2008 - Conpl ete Li st

Apr 04: Zulfikar Ali Bhutto 29th Martyrdom Anniversary, Rs 4

Jun 21: Benazir Bhutto 55'" Birth Anniversary, 2 Stanps, Rs 4 & Rs 5
Cct 08: Earthquake 3rd Anniversary, Rs 4

Dec 10: United Nations Human Rights Award 2008 for Benazir Bhutto
Dec 27: Benazir Bhutto 1st Martyrdom Anniversary, Rs 4

http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. conf newssi te/ south_asi a new i ssues. ht m

ADVERTI| SEMENTS
Pl ease visit http://ww.stanpsofindi a.conf ot her/ sitegui de/ x16. ht m f or
tariff and terns

WANTED aut ogr aphed First Day Covers, autographed Special Covers,

Aut ogr aphs, Signed Phot ographs, letters of fanmbus persons:

Contact: Santosh Kumar Lahoti skl ahoti @snl.net, Mbile: 093310 12533,
Website: ww. aut ogr aphi ndi a. com

| TS COLLECTORS DI RECTORY, 3'¢ edition 2008 Edited by Suraj Jaitly, 80
pages listing contact details of stanp collectors, dealers, clubs,
nmagazi nes, websites, fromlIndia & overseas. Plus lots of rel evant
information. Price Rs.250 or US $8 or Euro 6 OR £4 [Post paid]

Contact at surajjaitly@otnail.comor indianthenaticsociety@mail.com

WANTED | ndi a Stanp Booklets of King Edward VI1, King George V & VI,
Unexpl oded, exploded, and in all conditions,
Cont act MADHUKAR DEOGAWANKA deogawanka@at yam net.in

STAMP QUI ZZES by Anil Dhir, 224 pages, 2007 edition, contains over 1500
guestions and answers. Conprehensive & detailed with qui zzes on Cenera
Philately, India, Indian States, USA, Britain, Australia & New Zeal and
Must for all Philatelists & stanp clubs, Rs 300 post free in India.
US$20+ actual postage el sewhere, ANIL DH R anil dhir2k5@ot nai | . com

VI EWS & OPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inmportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. Please send us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

HEMANT V KULKARNI, M | wukee, USA

In your # 373 canpai gn newsletter M. Mhanmand |. Khan wites that the
postal authorities of India should pre-announce the date of rel ease of
stanps to be issued with a bit of press coverage so that philatelists
can pl an ahead of tine and not niss on an opportunity to purchase.

This is precisely the objective here in the USA. In fact nost of our
post offices display a |arge colorful poster in its |obby depicting



huge replicas of such forthcom ng stanps with the exact 'nonth' of
their release -probably every six nmonths apart in advance.

VWhat it neans is that the postal service requires a neticul ous planning
with a viewthat it is serving the public which is its indirect

enpl oyer and at the sane tinme gives an inportance to how well a newy

i ssued stanp can be pronoted to nmake a profit.

Unl ess and until Indian postal service functions as a business too
(whi ch demands courtesy), things won't inprove in India.

I must confess though that the press coverage is given just a few days
ahead of a stanp's release but then a novice stanp collector like ne is
al ready geared up -thanks to those wonderful col ored posters we get to
see nmonths ahead of tine. Also, thanks to the internet one can nonitor
the exact date of an issue and can even opt for a hone delivery of a
new rel ease without even stepping in the post office -albeit for a
smal | fee.

KASI NATH R, Madur ai

This is to bring to your notice that the pricing of Year Pack 2007.
bought it for Rs 500 (without SD Burnman stanp) at GPO but recently they
started selling in GPO at Rs 485 due to non-availability of S D Burman
stanp of face value Rs 15. But the staff at Philatelic Bureau said
there is no instruction yet of refund of Rs 15 for those who bought it
for Rs 500!

SANJAY AWATE,

I wish to attract attention of Senior Postnaster Varanasi. | sent npbney
order to get special cancelled first day covers & folders i.e.

I nformati on sheet/ brochures for Bismillah Khan issue. But it was

returned saying that no information |I received till now After issue of
stanp | again sent noney order and | got massage that we do not have
folders. | again sent letter saying folder neans information brochure,

then | did receive one registered |letter having Fol ders as per ny
letter and only one FDC. The acconpanying letter stated that the

bal ance noney is being returned by noney order. | then sent a letter
aski ng why FDC denmanded were not sent, what is difficulty please let ne
know, you can send nme letter or call nme on ny Mobile or give a niss
call. | obtained phone nunber of Varanasi Head Post O fice which

found al ways engaged. Can | get reply for nmy enquiry?

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndian Laws Rel evant to Philately
htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conl i nf obase/ | aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crime & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately

htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. coml i nf obase/ cybercrine. ht m

NEVWSSCAN

<W invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and posta
matters, fromother print and electronic publications, for inclusion
her e>

ADM NI STRI VI A



‘Stanmps of India Collectors Conmpanion’ is published by Madhukar Jhi ngan
nj hi ngan@ahoo. comfor ‘Stanps of India, 49-D, BG 5, PaschimVihar,
New Del hi 110063. Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mbbile: +91-9350537037

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Awar ds Received: Silver Medal with the ‘Felicitations of the Jury' at
‘BELG CA 2001' World Philatelic Exhibition, Brussels, June 9-17, 2001

‘Stanmps of India does not rent, sell, or otherw se share your e-mail
address with any third-party.

Qur now fanous Discl ai mer!
htt p: // ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conl si t egui de/ w04. ht m

STAVMPS OF I NDI A al so publishes:

STAMPS OF I NDI A http://ww. st anpsofindi a.com
The Hub Site of Indian Philately

PRI NCELY STATES REPORT http://ww. princel ystates.com
Journal of Indian States History, Philately & Num snatics

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://ww. st anpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

| NDI AN POSTAL GUI DE 1869

The first issue of the official postal guide, reprinted by Stanps of
I ndi a 2004, 236 pages, hardbound, enlarged fromoriginal octavo to A4
size, limted edition, Special price — Rs 2750, Credit cards & PayPal
accepted, visit http://ww. stanpsofindi a. com shop/ bookshop. ht m

© Copyright 2009, Stanmps of India, New Delhi. Al rights reserved.
For reproducing content from Stanps of India publications please ask
t he publisher for perm ssion stating exactly what you would like to
use, and for what purpose, before using the sane.



